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Saturday, October 08, 2005

Hackaday links
Posted Oct 8, 2005, 8:00 PM ET by Eliot Phillips

Wow, it’s a good time to be a robot:

[William Cox]’s coverage of RoboNexus 2005 continues over at
GoRobotics.net. He’s been uploading a ton of video from the show. The
Roomba hacking kit that was supposed to be released in July will hopefully
be out next month. Of note is that it will include an AVR microcontroller
dongle that will plug into the serial port. The dongle will have a USB
interface for reprogramming. I hope they give full specs so you can plug
whatever controller you want into the serial port.

[Nano2x] and Team 1039 (FIRST Robotics) are currently representing at
Robothon in Seattle. They’ll be updating their website as the weekend
progresses.

The DARPA Grand Challenge 2005 continues. As we write this three
vehicles have already completed the 132 mile course. Glad to see things
are going better than last year.

IBM developerWorks has had a great series of articles on wireless robotics:
one, two, and three. [Richard]

Restoring Robby the robot [J. Peterson]

Here are some links for our human readers:
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[Mikey Sklar] replaced the pockets in his jeans with conductive fabric to
block RFID reading. He’s got a video of the process on his site. This
project was made for a workshop at Swap-O-Ramma-Ramma in New
York tomorrow. Which is probably the easiest way to get your hands on
some fabric without a special order.

[benito] pointed out a site dedicated to guerrilla drive-ins. [via]

Place free calls without using up your SkypeOut minutes. [Kenny]

I’m sure you’ve heard that Microsoft is annoyed that it can’t play Sony’s
DRM. The Wikipedia article needs expansion.

UPDATE: Sweet, fan mail! Unfortunately, you don’t get to see it in its
ALL-CAPS glory.

The tip line
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Connecting DECT phones through
sound cards for Asterisk
Posted Oct 8, 2005, 9:30 AM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: misc hacks

I couldn’t think of a better title. Here’s how it goes: [onno] wanted to
convert a DECT phone for VOIP use. First he tried using transformers for
the audio, but was unhappy with the noise and echo. He describes how to
do a direct tap like [Christoffer]’s Skype phone, but includes all of the
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do a direct tap like [Christoffer]’s Skype phone, but includes all of the
necessary measures to keep from frying your sound card. The main piece
of this project is his hacked “chan_oss” driver for Asterisk. Using the
driver, Asterisk is able to ring the DECT phone. It also detects whether the
phone is off-hook by comparing the sound input to the known line noise
level. The phone can dial using DTMF just like any standard phone.
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Found around the network, it’s the
Best of Weblogs, Inc.
Posted Oct 8, 2005, 6:00 AM ET by Weblogs, Inc. Staff

The Weblogs, Inc. network features over 100 independent, unfiltered
bloggers producing over 1,000 blog posts a week across over 75 industry-
leading blogs. Each week we ask our bloggers to choose their top posts,
which we bring to you in one easy-to-read weekly post. You’ll find links
to the hottest posts from the past week after the jump including an
exploding snake, a new Gameboy Advance hack, and how to survive a run
of bad luck.

Continue reading “Found around the network, it’s the Best of Weblogs,
Inc.”
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Friday, October 07, 2005

Hackaday links
Posted Oct 7, 2005, 6:00 PM ET by Eliot Phillips

The firmware link for the Linksys PAP2 unlocking was dead when the link
went up yesterday. [ian] found another site with the instructions and
firmware. It mentions that Staples has the PAP2 for $50 and a $50 rebate
that doesn’t require a Vonage subscription. They’re are out of stock online;
tomorrow is the last day you can buy one in-store and get the rebate.
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Leah Buechley has added the code to her wearable LED  display. [fdisk]

The annual Ig Nobel awards were last night. A personal favorite of mine,
the Ig Nobels award prizes for questionable research. For example: “The Ig
Nobel Prize in Medicine went to Gregg Miller, inventor of Neuticles,
artificial testicle replacements for neutered dogs and other animals, which
come in different sizes and levels of firmness.” Wired has the full story.

$179 is a ridiculous price for this IR controlled pan/tilt head. I’m sure one
of you could put this together easily.

[camzmac] decided to add USB support to his XBox controller. Sure, it’s
been done before, but we love our readers.

[CWAL] built this XMLHttpRequest chat a while ago. I like the clean
interface.

Do you want your mouse to rumble every time you click a button?
[leadingzero and mzungu]

Really simple speakers from a hard drive Even simpler than those other
ones. [Zen]

You could be using those hard drives to sharpen scalpels. [CapnSnazzy]

Mobile drive-in theater I think I saw a story last year about these “guerrilla
drive-ins” irking the MPAA since they weren’t properly licensed for public
performance. [hierono]

Pixel2Life software tutorial search [via del.icio.us]

I usually don’t check del.icio.us, but I’ve had a LiveMarks window open
all day. It shows the popular links as they come in. [via Waxy]

The tip line
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PCI simplified
Posted Oct 7, 2005, 11:49 AM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: pcs hacks
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Even though PCI is really common it usually doesn’t see experimentation
by amateurs because of its high performance nature. ChaN decided to build
a system to demonstrate that PCI is within the reach of hobbyists. He does
this with just 1 GAL, 2 identity comparators, and 4 latches. To pull this off
a couple design rules have to be violated. For example: There is no
configuration register so the target address has to be set with DIP switches.
Something you would never see in real life. ChaN has been posting
electronics projects for quite a few years and his site is well worth further
investigation.

[thanks BoomBox]
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Hackaday links third shift
Posted Oct 7, 2005, 4:15 AM ET by Eliot Phillips

Yes, Weblogs, Inc. has been purchased by AOL. Should you be worried?
Not really. Weblogs, Inc. is still an independent entity from AOL. AOL
won’t be censoring us or directing us. [grayskies] hit the nail on the head 
“How much direction did Weblogs, Inc have on Hack-A-Day? They had
the annoying “Best of weblogs inc” and the banner at the top.” This deal
does mean a better contract and probably more money to throw at projects,
contest prizes and schwag. My checks will have AOL on them so I guess I
have to stop throwing out the mail from them now.

As a show of good faith, here’s a recent article from Linux.ars on
monitoring network traffic with Ruby and pcap; the example script is an
AIM sniffer.
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RoboNexus 2005 started yesterday. [William Cox] from GoRobotics.net is
covering the event on his site.

[Robogeek] has decided to tackle the adaptive LED color controller
project. First task: modularize the LED units.

While you’re over at Blogcadre you could help former H-A-D editor Jason
Striegel beta test his smartphone app.

We get quite a few emails from people telling us that their school’s firewall
blocks access to our site. Duxbury High School is actually holding a
hacking contest. I was contacted by Mr. Conners looking for judges. We’ll
do a judging poll if you readers are interested.

[phatmonkey] is working on a high altitude slug project.

The Hack-A-Day folding team is moving as fast as ever. We’re now
ranked in the top 350.

People have started unlocking their Linksys “Vonage” PAP2. [Ozmotear]

[Troy] is already getting into the holiday spirit.

The tip line
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Posted Oct 6, 2005, 6:45 PM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: ipod hacks

Well, easyJet managed to lose Fabienne’s luggage, which had the Nano
hack for the week. Clearly, this is the work of AOL. Here are some new
links from readers. More links coming up later tonight.

[quachified]’s brother keeps his Nano in an Orbit gum sleeve.

[Antonomie]’s metallic case and his previous trident case

[Ian Nott]’s iPod fuzzy for the Nashville winters
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LED pimp bed
Posted Oct 6, 2005, 9:30 AM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: home entertainment hacks

[Mojo Jojo] mentioned this link in yesterday’s comments. It’s really simple
and the author has expanded the description since it was featured on
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Slashdot. The hack describes how to wire sets of red, green, and blue
LEDs with the goal of producing all possible colors. Definitely a cool
effect with minimal effort, a good starter project. Not sure if kits are still
being sold, but they should save you some money on parts. Can someone
come up with an adaptive color controller for this?
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Wednesday, October 05, 2005

Wearable LED display
Posted Oct 5, 2005, 9:30 AM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: misc hacks

Following these instructions you can add an LED matrix to almost any
piece of clothing. The whole display can be controlled using one output for
each vertical and horizontal thread. The first step is to solder crimping
beads onto each surface mount LED you will be using. Next sew a grid of
conductive thread into your garment keeping the vertical and horizontal
threads on opposite sides of the fabric. Each of these threads is terminated
at a sewn on microcontroller socket. The LEDs are sewn on at each thread
junction. She doesn’t have any code posted yet unfortunately, but there is
an example movie of Conway’s Game of Life.

[thanks lobo]
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Tuesday, October 04, 2005

Hackaday links
Posted Oct 4, 2005, 6:44 PM ET by Eliot Phillips

If you’re a Mac user you might want to check out our friend C.K.’s
experience with the slug. He’s got links to some other good resources.

I’m surprised how many times the 200Gb Nano got submitted when it has
photo credits like: “Photoshopped from ArsTechnica. Remove if sued.”

I got a new toy in the mail yesterday. My eyes have never been happier. I
used this coupon (expires 10/6).

Yes, there is a fake PSP patcher out there. [tomskag]

[dangel] says he has a better AJAX chat system. It doesn’t work for me at
all.

[Sp3cial Person] made a Hack-A-Day EvoX skin.

Bit-tech got a first hand look at a High Dynamic Range monitor. [thanks
Geoff]

[tX] put together a Java API search as both a web form and konfabulator
widget.

A new version of SyncTunes has been released. You can use it to sync
your non-iPod music players with Mac iTunes. [Quafboy]

[drasko]’s eBay - Google maps mashup Good for finding items close to
you that would be expensive to ship.

[razor]’s Ultimate iPod dock features far too many toothpicks for my taste.

The tip line
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Overclocking a Linksys NSLU2
Posted Oct 4, 2005, 9:30 AM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: peripherals hacks

[Roo] seems to think we’ve been neglecting the NSLU2 or “slug”. It’s true
we have spent a lot of time fawning over the Linksys WRT54G instead.
The slug is definitely worthy of attention though. It is a small network
appliance with two USB ports that you are supposed to attach disk drives
to for simple network storage. Add a little custom firmware and you’re free
to use the USB ports for whatever you want.

The XScale processor in the slug comes underclocked from the factory.
Following the instructions on the NSLU2-Linux wiki you can pop one
resistor off of the circuit board to restore the full 266Mhz. Benchmarks,
temperature, and power consumption after the change are covered.
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Monday, October 03, 2005

PSP firmware guide
Posted Oct 3, 2005, 3:25 PM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: playstation hacks

If [Fluke]’s comment is correct, then the Sony PSP 2.01 firmware is
already in the wild. Here is a handy Hack-A-Day guide so you can tell at a
glance whether you should upgrade your firmware. All you have to do is
compare the firmware version number to the previous release:

If the first digit has changed (1.5 -> 2.0) then Sony has gotten
around to adding a major feature that should have been available
since the product’s initial release (web browser). Thanks to the
magic of firmware upgrades manufacturers can leave lots of features
out of product launches.
If the second digit has changed (1.0 -> 1.5) then Sony has released
the hardware in your country. The games aren’t region-locked so
there is really no reason for the launch delay.
If the third digit has changed (2.00 -> 2.01) then Sony has decided
that you’ve been having entirely too much fun with your hardware
without their help and are determined to re-break it.
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Crutch tripod
Posted Oct 3, 2005, 9:30 AM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: misc hacks
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Doug Nelle uses this super cheap tripod to support his 5” f/5 refractor
telescope. The wooden structures are constructed out of oak. Doug has
inserted dowels into the tops of the tubes to keep them from collapsing
under load. If you want to build one for yourself [yo_tyler] suggests
checking local thrift stores.
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Sunday, October 02, 2005

Hackaday links
Posted Oct 2, 2005, 10:00 PM ET by Eliot Phillips

First a request: I know some of you have had some experience hacking
together Greasemonkey scripts. Jim Hanas over at Hanasiana has a quick
project he needs help with. Go ask him for the details.

The Nano cases keep rolling in: Here is [Atonomie]’s leather Nano case.
Use the template to get a head start on your own case.

More CSS/Javascript/Ajax fun:
CSS/Javascript chat room [wtanaka]
Custom Ajax homepage [Andrew]
[ondras]’s universal SQL & er-diagram designer

[Biggs] built a remote shutter release for his 350D out of a mouse.



10/09/2005 09:19 AMhack a day - www.hackaday.com _

Page 13 of 15http://www.hackaday.com/

Custom Slim Devices control boxes by [chrisla]

[colin]’s super cheap laptop cooler

A ton of laptop photo frames [rob]

[eitan]’s Zen Micro Altoids case

Magnetic levitation demonstrator

[Jonathan Zornow]’s guide for abusing iDVD

Cheat sheet for getting a human operator [hazar via In4mador]

The tip line
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GBA Variometer
Posted Oct 2, 2005, 9:30 AM ET by Eliot Phillips
Related entries: gameboy hacks

Variometers are used by para/hang gliders to measure their vertical
climb/sink rate. This data helps pilots find and catch thermals. The
software runs on a flash ROM cartridge and captures flight data. The data
from up to 50 stored flights can be recalled later. The altimeter is a simple
pressure transducer that plugs into the link port on the Gameboy Advance.

[thanks Sean2e]
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hack a day is part of the Weblogs, Inc. Network — a network of more than 80 blogs. Here are some recent headlines from our
blogs:

Luxist

Sunday Real Estate Round-Up
Objects of Desire: Week of 10/9/05
Eva Solo Carving Set
Xikar Travel Humidor
Chateau d’Yqeum 2001 Released

Cinematical

Andrew Lau In Hollywood
News, Trailer For Tommy Lee Jones' Three Burials
Waiting...For The Deleted Scenes
Fantastic Fest: Narnia preview, Wild Blue Yonder
CIFF: Joe Swanberg's Diary, Part 1

PVR Wire
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U.K. going digital: what does it all mean?
Build the ultimate home theater PC
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Gadling
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Autoblog

Objects in the rearview mirror…
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Freebies - Free Nano
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Complete Our Online Survey.

Ads by Google



10/09/2005 09:19 AMhack a day - www.hackaday.com _

Page 15 of 15http://www.hackaday.com/

Subscribe to HD Beat with MyYahoo! or Bloglines Subscribe to The Digital Music Weblog with MyYahoo! or Bloglines

Subscribe to Card Squad with MyYahoo! or
Bloglines

Subscribe to The Unofficial Apple Weblog (TUAW) with MyYahoo!
or Bloglines

Subscribe to Luxist: Wheels with MyYahoo! or
Bloglines

Subscribe to TV Squad with MyYahoo! or Bloglines

World's largest, and by a lot, HD screen
Best TV Repair service ever

Milwaukee Symphony forms Label, Distributes Online
Microsoft Fails to Reach Terms on Subscription Service

Card Squad

U.S. Poker Championships Final Table
Casino Sucker Bets
Blackjack Progressive Betting
Poker Superstars Comes To Cell Phones
U.S. Poker Championships Day 4

The Unofficial Apple Weblog (TUAW)

Read email on your iPod with MailToPod
EVDO Day 6: Gaming
Apple, others still in hot water over JPEG patent suit
Yahoo! Maps + iPod = iWay
They're back: The iPod Family

Luxist: Wheels

Previously on Autoblog
Pope Benedict Gets a BMW X5
Camco Systems Prostar car-connected uber-
wristwatch
Limited Edition Range Rover
Nudie Cohn’s Wild West bling

TV Squad

Danza disses Cruise
Laguna Beach gives birth to clone show
ABC's advice to women: get laid
Invasion: Watershed
Jessica is sexier than you, and you, and you

all contents copyright © 2005, weblogs, inc. all rights reserved.
hack a day is a member of the weblogs, inc. network. privacy policy


